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In southern area of the geopark, basaltic lava flows erupted around 4.3 MA
can be observed, which is the oldest volcanic rock in the area. In the southwest
area, andesitic lava flows and debris flows which generated 2.5-1.5 MA are
distributed in wide area. Activity of Unzen Volcano which situates in a centre
of the area has started about 0.5 MA and still continues now. The Unzen
Volcano has erupted dacitic lava and caused many lava domes, lava flows, and
pyroclastic deposits. In the area the two significant volcanic disasters also
occurred in the history: the large sector collapse event of Mayuyama dome
during the 1791-92 eruption (“Shimabara Catastrophe”), and the attack of
repeated pyroclastic flows and associated debris flows during the 1990-95
“Heisei” eruption. The Heisei eruption is the first eruptive event which is
scientifically recorded in details the movements of magma from the magma
reservoir to the surtace generating the lava dome, and to the associated
pyroclastic flow formation.
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Aso UNESCO Global Geopark has been formed by considerable volcanic activities since several ten hundred
thousand years. A super eruption occurred 90,000 years ago was 5o huge. s volcanic ash spread arpund Japan
and its pyrodastic flow reached to Unzen Volcanic Area UNESCO Global Geapark. The remains can be observed
on vast plane plateau and the caldera landscape from Daikanbo lookout. People in Aso have livéd harmony with
active Nakadake crater and developed unique culture and gourmet as well as maintaining grassland and
sustainable agricultural system which are designated as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems.
(GIAHS) Why niot explare the dynamic landscape, culture and delicious gourmet with aur geataurism!
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Kirishima Geopark

IR eETm TG

NAMOFEE. EIFREERBRICEKIENDNABEAILT S DFE
BICERENEBBLUEDLETZNUDIF/IN—T,

20Kk DNILEXR OB TTENINR, 4B -HEEHEREN

MOXRIFIDHEDEXRBRER. S PIYFIYIBENUBSTE

DEBRIGEVMHRETE . FLICERREHRDO ML ZIEDML

HHEZBIUTINTVET,

Kirishima Geopark is comprised of the Kirishima Mountains on the southern edge of
the Kakuto Caldera, which is located on the border of the Prefectures of Kagoshima
and Miyazaki in southern Kyushu. Here, we can see over 20 volcanoes and crater
lakes and beautiful scenery which Is created by Mt. Sakurajima, Mt Kaimondake,
and the rest of the volcanic chain. In addition, one can find various florae endemic
to the geopark, such as the Kyushu azalea (Rhodenderon kiusianum), Nearby are
numerous shrines that worship the Shinto gods who descended to Earth,
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TEL. 0995-64-0936 / FAX. 0995-64-0958
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Amakusa Geopark
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The Amakusa Islands, consisting of about 120 islands are located in the
southwest area of Kumamoto Prefecture; a 100 million year history, not to
mention a treasure of ancient fossils offering its visitors a fantastic glimpse into
times gone by. A unique culture has been carved out of life on these islands,

Amakusa geopark, by its inhabitants adding to the many breath-taking
sightseeing opportunities.
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Oita Himeshima Geopark
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Oita Himeshima Geopark is a compact geopark, where geosites are closely
located, characterized by Pleistocene sediments and seven mornogenetic
volcanoes. Himeshima is an island, which originally consists of four islets,
connected by sand bar. Various topography caused by volcanic activity,

mysterious local history and culture, and unique ecosystem are also attractive
in Qita Himeshima Geopark.
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Not only did the great eruption of ML. Ase 90,000 years ago produce magnificent
scenery such as waterfalls and canyons but people also utilized these special land
features to create an area with the most stone bridges with the longest length of
arch In Japan. Additionally, it created a stone construction culture, as exemplified
by the three-dimensional stone sculptures of Buddha Many fossils of bivalves
were discovered from the stratum of 100,000,000 years ago. These fossils suggest
that this land used to be under sea and give reference to the age of the warld.
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Sakurajima-Kinkowan Geopark
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For over half a century, the active volcano Sakurajima has been erupting on
nearly a daily basis. With a city of over 600,000 people sprawling before it, the
way people and Sakurajima live alongside one another is a rarity throughout
the world. Kinko Bay, which encloses Sakurajima, was likewise created as a
result of valcanic activity. At the seabed of Kinko Bay is an undersea volcano

known as the Wakamiko Caldera. Here, you can experience living daily life
alongside volcanoes.
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Mishima Kikai Caldera Geopark
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Mishima-Kikai Caldera Geopark consists of three islands with totally different
features from natural, historical, and cultural aspects. The lwojima Island which
holds an active volcana is surrounded by colorful ocean affected by hot springs. The
Takeshima Islanel is covered with bamboos where residents put emphasis on utilizing
them. The Kuroshima lsland is said to be “mini-Yakushima” for its deep forest and
clear water. The caldera and volcanic activities tell us about huge disasters in the
past, on the other hand it provides blessings of mineral and geothermal resources.
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